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Premature Death of Haitian Child Spurs Slsters to Gwe Back fo Homeland

By Marin-Jg Mont-Haynaud

Spocial 1o Tha Haman Times

Lusceanna Moeore and her sister, Maree
Charles, are bial wo smong many who
ife lacklhing what szems o he & never-
eoding problem in Haid: ehild poventy.
Through an. orphanage they e=t up in
Beuder, abomt 30 miles from Pofr-ni-
Prince, ihey house. ‘elobhe, feed and
edugate nuge Hattian youth, and hape 10
kzlp more

Founded i July 2005, the orphanags
i% mestled on the 16p Dops of a Christing
scloal, acnma fium the Eglise Baptisne
tl= Tiendes, where the sisters” father s a
Baptist paston. Along with theee wWomen
fram tewn aedd a cook, the Rev, Lugasios
Altina manages the day lo day opera-
tons of the orphanage, {rom meals, o
schasol Bonks amd sanitatian

Bamm in Haiti, the sisters armived
the  United States with their mother
when ihey were voung, Charles Bives in
Floridn. Maore, a graduase who smdied
medieal loborasory rechnoleny ot Union
County Cellege, lives in New Je."nr.:r'
with her harbansd and {oar children

Maoore vivildly remembers whan the
fanntly flrst revasited Haitg when she wes
16,

She enjoyed ber tnp and made fricnds
with peighbors bul was distraught by the
poverty ahe saw,

A n=ighbor haid three d.'l.ughlr.n whom
Moore - helped “feed, - bathe - and “clsthe,
She became ortached w0 Gone young gigl,
Mntisha,

“Ong of the liuke rirli really ook 1o
me,” Moore szid 1 will never forgst her
face. She was 4 yeors old, severely mal-
noarished and bad spoeradie fovers.™

As they were fetuming o the Uinsted
Stabes, Nalzsha's mother begged Moore
Lo take Matasha with her, Later, she heard
the devastating news that Matasha had
iz of malnutrtion and complicntions
from an wnireated oold.

“That broke miy hean,” Moooe said. =1
nzver forgot ber, From ihea, on 1 always
el that God had = gpocial work for me
1o dp.”

That expenence at |6 motivates what
Moors doss today, She saved up mopey
[or fous vears uod then retamed o Haig
with her wister’s family 10 san - the
orphanagpe.

Agcordng Lo their oussion statement,
the sisters hope 1o creale n safe space Tor

Thqnlnuu ns of OASIS rihﬂ'rSun:h}j:ﬂ:ﬂ"

Hew Jersey resident Luceanna Moere, of Haiti, holds an orphon ot o fuqﬁl'_r in Bqu:[ﬂ Haitf. .anmz spent yoars
raising the funds to start the OASES erphanage. it

orphanced chil; 3 ape. thanks 1o
lfen to grow. mm family, Frends

“¥e ar= ded- m znd Incal charch-
lented i0 saving es, wias difficulr
the lives of the | AN mﬁmw Binn it was peah-
forgmten  chil- ‘Hﬂm-___ X s o, e 0 \ ing  compared
dren of Hais,” = Five 107 percent of Haltian childmn with the emo-
their - mis- | havo aleady lost one orboth panants, tional weight of
‘;_'f'“f “_’;‘mf“[ . =25 pement of Hallian housénolds- narrowing ‘dowi
bl ot mmﬂtmmmmmgmany i ahriha ; 4f
e e L
health ur:: =An 'EEBI[I} i.'e'hi_ w?'?l'hcumjfﬂuul
education, OF pardime atfaciites and with non- par wak pick-
love and  desp ‘povammental ing which chil-
apiriteal  foun- dr=n-in take first
dution m Gaod. anif  which 1o
We are teyibyg POl 0N ORr wail-
10 - provide o g Ba,” Moore

e "DASIS in

& country surrounded by violence and
despair,” RASIS stmnds for “Our Atiempt
io Save Innocent Sonls.”

Gathering 54000 o open Lhe orphan-

s YT cried day
&lter doy becanse we just did oot have
momey and resonrces fo ke all of the
children. Each cass we hoard was worse
1hun the Jast.”

Though they originally planned 10
maks the orphanage all female, they
ended up choosng caght garls ond un 8-
minth-nld by,

The wntant, who coabd not 1ife kis own
head, wios 5o 0l and wesk 1hut docties
sxic il they did mmt take him. he woald
die within three davs, Moore says

The children at the arphannge are well
led. tended 10 by doctors and educaled
it the Chrstian school next door, Moore
ERYE

OASIS bopes o0 slowly lncressc the
rumber of children in the home every
vear, and then se2k UL, families who
will sdopr them

Inereasing Abeir capocity b difficult
however while funding is scorce

Despite hosting  benefit concons
nnd the kelp of copverned churebes
“demztivny have gone down drastically
within the Jast year or so,” Moore said.

Five-year-old Better is one of nine
orphans whao live ot the OASIS
orphanage in Beudet, Hoit, and
attends the Baptist church and
schoal nmarky,

“Even Lthe people who had commited
o monthly denoniony have siapped
giving.”

The orphanage hay 56 children on s
wairnig lisl During one of Charfes” v
by, 1%Wo desperate parents tmied 1o |eave
sheir children a1 the orphanape.

CASLE works oo an spuual budget of
310,000,

According to Moore, it takes 520 a
mamih to suppom & ehild in het orphon-
age

DASLS was homored by the Roselie,
HNew lersey WAMACP with the Branch's
Humanitarian of the Year Award for
2005




